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WHEREAS, in the opinion of the Lake County Auditor, the 
public interests required that the Lake County Council, should 
be called to meet in regular session at this time, for the 
purpose of considering additional appropriations, a written 
notice was sent to each member of the Council, and proper 
advertisement made, and all other acts performed in 
accordance with the laws governing such matters. 

 
And now in obedience to such call, come Christine Cid, President, David Hamm, Ronald Brewer, Charlie 
Brown, Pete Lindemulder, Ted Bilski and Randy Niemeyer, County Councilpersons, together with Tom 
O’Donnell and Ray Szarmach, County Council Attorneys. 
 
In the Matter of Minutes – January 29, 2026 Special Meeting and February 10, 2025 Regular Meeting  
 
Bilski made the motion, seconded by Brown, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve carried 7-0. 
 
Acknowledgements: 
 
Councilman Brewer honored Council President Christine Cid for National Women's Month and 
International Women's Day, pointing out that she recently appeared in an article in the Northwest Indiana 
Times that highlighted women in leadership in the region. 
 
Councilman Brewer stated that at a NIPSCO educational conference, (held on March 2, 2026 at the Dean 
and Barbara White Community Center) locals voiced concerns about excessive delivery fees, third-party 
vendors, and a lack of knowledge about various help programs. Furthermore, he voiced worries regarding 
the adoption of smart meters, including possible safety risks, unclear option disclosure, and remote cutoff 
capabilities. Councilman Brewer said he will continue to follow up on the matter. 
 
Councilwoman Cid congratulated the Health Department on receiving the Public Health Transformation 
Award from the state of Indiana. Cid also announced a blood drive scheduled for June 8-10, from 8:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. each day, urging attendance and donations. 
 
 
 

ORDINANCE #1518 
 

Section 1. Be It Ordained by the County Council of Lake County, IN., that for the expenses 
of the County Government and its institutions, the following sums of money are hereby 
appropriated and ordered set apart out of the several funds herein named and for the 
purposes herein appropriated, and shall be held to include all expenditures authorized 
to be made during the year unless otherwise expressly stipulated and provided by law. 

 
              Appropriation 
           Requested                         Appropriated   

 
Park & Recreation Fund 1107 

 
Parks & Recreation 9203 
63190 Other Professional Service   $100,000.00   $100,000.00 
63310 Printing      $15,000.00   $15,000.00 
63420 Insurance      $100,000.00   $100,000.00 
63510 Utilities      $200,000.00   $200,000.00 
64490 Other Equipment     $100,000.00   $100,000.00 
 

Local Road & Street Fund 1112 
 
Local Roads & Streets 7007 
63715 Equipment Lease     $402,000.00   $402,000.00 
 

Sheriff’s Grants Fund 9239 
 
Sheriff 8001 
63995 Other Services & Charges    $13,000.00   $13,000.00 
63620 Equipment Repair     $20,000.00   $20,000.00 
 

LC CASA Capacity Building Grant Fund 9377 
 
Juvenile Court/C.A.S.A. 4006 
62240 Household & Instit. Supplies   $5,000.00   $5,000.00 
 
Adopted this 10th day of March, 2026. 
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TRANSFER OF FUNDS CERTIFICATE 
 

I, the proper legal officer of Lake County Council, Lake County, IN., hereby certify to  
the Auditor of Lake County, that the Lake County Council, approved the following transfers: 
 
        Requested                       Approved 
LC Superior Court IV 4001 
County General Fund 1001 
From: 1001-61150 Paraprofessionals   $620.00   $620.00 
 1001-62410 Other Supplies   $1,500.00   $1,500.00 
 1001-63231 Travel – Registration   $1,000.00   $1,000.00 
 1001-63920 Food & Lodging   $1,200.00   $1,200.00 
To: 1001-61210 Longevity – Deduction  $620.00   $620.00 
 1001-62230 Clothing    $1,200.00   $1,200.00 
 1001-64410 Furniture & Fixtures   $2,200.00   $2,200.00 
 1001-64490 Other Equipment   $300.00   $300.00 
 
and that such transfer does not necessitate expenditure of more money than was set out 
in detail in the budget as finally approved by the Department of Local Government Finance. 
 
This transfer was made at a regular public meeting according to proper ordinance, a  
copy of which is attached to this certificate. 
 
Dated this 10th day of March, 2026. 
 

Additionals 
 

Made Motion  Seconded 
 
Park & Recreation Fund 1107 
Parks & Recreation 9203 
($515,000)              Niemeyer  Bilski   Majority voted yes. 
            Motion to approve  
            carried 7-0.  
Local Road & Street Fund 1112 
Local Roads & Streets 7007 
($402,000)              Niemeyer           Hamm   Majority voted yes. 
            Motion to approve 
            carried 7-0. 
Sheriff’s Grants Fund 9239 
Sheriff 8001 
($33,000)       Brown          Brewer   Majority voted yes. 
            Motion to approve 
            carried 7-0. 
LC CASA Capacity Building Grant Fund 9377 
Juvenile Court/C.A.S.A. 4006 
($5,000)       Hamm           Bilski   Majority voted yes. 
            Motion to approve 
            carried 7-0. 
 

Transfers 
 

Made Motion  Seconded                                                                         
LC Superior Court IV 4001 
County General Fund 1001 
($4,320)       Hamm          Brewer   Majority voted yes. 
            Motion to approve 
            carried 7-0. 
 
 
In the Matter of Juvenile Court 4005 – Revised 144 – County General Fund 1001- Effective (02-09-2026)  
 
Hamm made the motion, seconded by Brewer, to approve the following Revised 144 with an effective date 
of 2-9-2026: 

Present   Proposed   Difference 
12428-007 Probation Officer   $50,669.00   $42,311.00   ($8,358.00) 
 
Majority voted yes. Motion to approve Revised 144 with an effective date of 2-9-2026 carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Grant Application & Grant Approval – Grant Oversight Committee – Indiana Supreme 
Court – Lake County Family Recovery Court – FY27 Grant Renewal 
 
Hamm made the motion, seconded by Brewer, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve carried 
7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Grant Application & Grant Approval – Grant Oversight Committee – Indiana Office of Court 
Services Improvement Grant – Lake County HOPE Court – FY27 Grant Renewal 
 
Brown made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve carried 7-
0. 
 
In the Matter of Juvenile Court/C.A.S.A. 4006 – Create New Line Item – LC CASA Capacity Building Grant 
Fund 9377 
 
Hamm made the motion, seconded by Bilski, to approve the creation of the following new line item: 
 
62240 Household & Institutional Supplies 
 
Majority voted yes. Motion to approve creation of new line item carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Grant Application & Grant Approval – Grant Oversight Committee – 2027 IDOC 
Community Corrections & Justice Reinvestment Grant – Grant Renewal 
 
Lindemulder made the motion, seconded by Bilski, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve 
carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Grant Applications & Grant Approvals – Grant Oversight Committee – US Department of 
Housing and Urban Development – Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program – FY 2026 
CDBG Grant Renewal Application 
 
Brown made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve carried 7-
0. 
 
In the Matter of Grant Applications & Grant Approvals – Grant Oversight Committee – US Department of 
Housing and Urban Development – Housing Investment Partnership Program (HOME) – FY 2026 HOME 
Grant Renewal Application 
 
Brown made the motion, seconded by Bilski, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of County Council – Citizen Appointments – Unsafe Building Authority  
 
Cid opened nominations. 
 
Bilski nominated Scott Cooper. 
 
There were no further nominations. 
 
Cid closed nominations. 
 
Cid reappointed Scott Cooper to the Unsafe Building Authority. 
 
In the Matter of Citizen Appointments – Veterans Memorial Parkway Commission 
 
Cid opened nominations. 
 
Bilski nominated Dhiren Shah, Roger Fowler, Kent Kolodziej, Jason Zaideman, Craig Zandstra, Rogelio 
Dominguez, Donna Catalano, Mitchell Barloga, Constance Karras, Glenn Kracht, Tim Brown, Donald 
Ensign, James Metros, Donald Levinson and Jessica Niemeyer. 
 
There were no further nominations. 
 
Cid closed nominations. 
 
Cid reappointed Dhiren Shah, Roger Fowler, Kent Kolodziej, Jason Zaideman, Craig Zandstra, Rogelio 
Dominguez, Donna Catalano, Mitchell Barloga, Constance Karras, Glenn Kracht, Tim Brown, Donald 
Ensign, James Metros, Donald Levinson and Jessica Niemeyer to the Veterans Memorial Parkway 
Commission. 
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In the Matter County Council 6001 – Approval of Data Board Nominees 
 
Brewer made the motion, seconded by Bilski, to approve the following: 
 
County Commissioners Commissioner    Michael C. Repay 
 
Majority voted yes. Motion to approve carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Resolution Recognizing March as National Women’s History Month 
 
Brewer made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve carried 
7-0. 
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In the Matter Resolution Honoring Crown Point High School’s Ava Strayer Indiana High School Girls 
Wrestling State Champion – 130 Pound Weight Division Deferred February 
 
Niemeyer made the motion, seconded by Lindemulder, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve 
carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution to Approve the Transfer of $214,615.07 from Lake County Local Roads & 
Bridges Matching Grant Fund, Fund No. 9379, Department 7007 to CEDIT Fund, Fund No. 4012, 
Department 6002 
 
Niemeyer made the motion, seconded by Bilski, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve carried 
7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution Permitting the Lake County Community Corrections to Pay Outstanding 2025 
Invoices/Debts from the 2026 Budget 
 
Lindemulder made the motion, seconded by Brewer, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approved 
carried 7-0.   
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In the Matter of Resolution Authorizing the Lake County Board of Commissioners to file an Annual Action 
Plan and to Execute a Grant Agreement with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development for 
an estimated $2,200,000.00 representing Fiscal Year 2026 funding to Lake County, Indiana 
 
Brown made the motion, seconded by Brewer, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve carried 7-
0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution Permitting the Lake County Council to Pay an Outstanding 2025 Invoice/Debt 
from the 2026 Budget 
 
Brewer made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion to approve carried 
7-0. 
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In the Matter of Ordinance Establishing the Lake County Health Departments OPIOID Settlement 
ENGAGE360: Youth Empowered Project Grant Fund, A Non-Reverting Fund 
 
Brown made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to approve on First Reading. Majority voted yes. Motion to 
approve on First Reading carried 7-0. 
 
Brown made the motion, seconded by Bilski, to Suspend Rules. Majority voted yes. Motion to Suspend 
rules carried 7-0. 
 
Brown made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to approve on Second Reading. Majority voted yes. Motion 
to approve on Second Reading carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Planning Commission Ordinance – Ordinance No. 2597 – An Ordinance to Amend the 
Unincorporated Lake County Unified Development Ordinance No. 2560 – Battery Energy Storage Systems 
(BESS) – Abandonment, Decommissioning, and Disposal of Items, 2/18/26, Favorable Recommendation, 
(Vote 6-0) 
 
Lindemulder made the motion, seconded by Niemeyer, to approve on First Reading. Majority voted yes. 
Motion to approve on First Reading carried 7-0. 
 
Councilman Niemeyer explained that this ordinance amends the Unified Development Ordinance to 
establish stricter land use regulations in unincorporated Lake County. He stated the intent is to address 
emerging technologies, including battery energy storage and data centers, and to ensure proper 
restoration of properties and remediation of environmental impacts. 

Plan Commission Director Ned Kovachevich clarified that these administrative updates strengthen current 
regulations by establishing explicit requirements for decommissioning and abandonment. Key additions 
include the mandate for developers to provide financial surety and professional cost estimates for site 
restoration. He emphasized that these measures ensure long-term public protection and prevent the 
abandonment of hazardous sites in unincorporated Lake County. 

Lindemulder made the motion, seconded by Brewer, to Suspend Rules. Majority voted yes. Motion to 
Suspend Rules carried 7-0. 
 
Lindemulder made the motion, seconded by Niemeyer, to approve on Second Reading. Majority voted 
yes. Motion to approve on Second Reading carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Planning Commission Ordinance – Ordinance No. 2598 – An Ordinance to Amend the 
Unincorporated Lake County Unified Development Ordinance No. 2560 – Data Centers – 
Decommissioning Plan, 2/18/26, Favorable Recommendation, (Vote 6-0) 
 
Lindemulder made the motion, seconded by Niemeyer, to approve on First Reading. Majority voted yes. 
Motion to approve on First Reading carried 7-0. 
 
Councilman Niemeyer acknowledged a statement written by Tom and Stephanie Lincoln of Eagle Creek 
Township, opposing Plan Commission Ordinance’s 2597 and 2597, which he entered into the record. He 
clarified the ordinance does not approve any specific development and that any proposed data center 
would still be subject to the zoning, Plan Commission, and Board of Zoning Appeals processes. He noted 
an upcoming public open house to provide additional information and receive community input.  

Cid also recognized greenspace and solar concerns submitted via email by Terry Steagall.  

Tom & Stephanie Lincoln Opposition Letter.pdf 
(file://CPC3590/Users/murrajl/Documents/Tom%20%26%20Stephanie%20Lincoln%20Opposition%20Lett
er.pdf)  

Lindemulder made the motion, seconded by Niemeyer, to Suspend Rules. Majority voted yes. Motion to 
Suspend Rules carried 7-0. 
 
Lindemulder made the motion, seconded by Niemeyer, to approve on Second Reading. Majority voted 
yes. Motion to approve on Second Reading carried 7-0. 
 
 

 

file://CPC3590/Users/murrajl/Documents/Tom%20&%20Stephanie%20Lincoln%20Opposition%20Letter.pdf
file://CPC3590/Users/murrajl/Documents/Tom%20&%20Stephanie%20Lincoln%20Opposition%20Letter.pdf
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Additional Council comments:  
 
Councilman Brewer expressed concern regarding unusual traffic conditions attributed to a sudden 
temperature drop and fog, emphasizing the need for improved 911 communication and a county-wide 
universal weather alert system. 
 
Councilman Bilski noted that an agenda item regarding a grievance procedure for unionized workers, 
including binding arbitration, was removed as it falls under the authority of the Commissioners. He stated 
the matter had been discussed during a study session and is being forwarded for further consideration, 
and expressed support for extending similar procedures to County employees. 
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Public Comment:  
 
Carrie Napoleon announced two upcoming public informational sessions. She stated a severe weather 
preparedness event, hosted by the Lake County Department of Homeland Security in coordination with the 
National Weather Service, will be held on March 19th at Indiana University Northwest. She also 
announced a “Behind the Ballot” event at the Government Center to provide information on voter 
registration, election processes, and Election Day opportunities. She noted both events are free and open 
to the public with registration required. 

Denise Dillard of the Gary Public Transportation Corporation spoke about recent growth in ridership and 
said the organization has been receiving more requests from both employers and community members to 
extend service hours. She noted that significant federal funding has been secured for surface transit and 
said local investment will also be important moving forward. Ms. Palmer-Dillard emphasized the need to 
continue educating the public about the broader value of transit, explaining that it supports connectivity 
across the community and not just trips to medical appointments. She also discussed plans for fleet 
expansion, including the addition of electric buses, and described the potential economic and 
environmental benefits of expanding regional transportation options. 
 
Dr. Michaela Spangenberg of the Gary Education Coalition spoke about two main issues: public safety and 
local utility concerns. First, she raised concerns about emergency preparedness, noting that some 
communities currently do not have working tornado sirens. She asked the council to consider conducting a 
study on countywide siren coverage and how resources could be allocated to make sure emergency alerts 
are accessible to all residents. Dr. Spangenberg also discussed utility issues, particularly in relation to 
electricity costs and data center development. She encouraged the council to review Indiana’s structure for 
residential versus commercial utility rates and said there is currently an investigation by the Indiana Utility 
Regulatory Commission into inaccurate smart meter readings. She advised residents who are 
experiencing issues with NIPSCO to contact the commission and suggested that customers regularly 
check their bills to make sure their usage is not being estimated due to unread meters. She closed by 
expressing concern about rising electric rates and said she believes deregulation has contributed to higher 
costs. Dr. Spangenberg encouraged greater local oversight and transparency in how utility decisions are 
made. 
 
Tom Lincoln of Eagle Creek Township in Hebron, spoke about concerns related to the proposed data 
center energy cluster and its potential impact on agricultural land in the area. He said he has seen a 
pattern of large-scale industrial development moving into rural communities, including solar facilities, 
substations, battery storage sites, and cold storage operations. In his view, these types of projects are 
gradually converting farmland into heavy industrial use. Mr. Lincoln asked that peer-reviewed Tier 2 
studies be conducted to examine the financial, environmental, and safety impacts within a 10-mile radius 
of the proposed development. He suggested these studies be independently carried out and funded by the 
developers and include strong legal protections for land, water, and air quality. He also urged the council to 
keep governance of the process at the local level to avoid potential state or federal overreach. Mr. Lincoln 
emphasized the importance of transparency and said residents deserve clear and honest answers about 
the project. He encouraged officials to study the energy cluster as a single, coordinated development 
rather than separate projects, saying this would help prevent predatory development practices and ensure 
fair business standards. 
 
Terry Steagall of Highland raised concerns about the rapid and largely unregulated growth of data centers, 
saying stronger statewide planning and clearer regulations are needed. He suggested the state consider a 
temporary moratorium while better planning frameworks are developed. He also emphasized the 
environmental impacts of large data center projects and referenced remarks from a United Nations 
speaker about the urgency of global environmental challenges. Mr. Stiegel said development decisions 
should prioritize community benefits rather than primarily serving corporate interests. As one potential 
solution, he proposed requiring data center companies to help fund residential solar installations as a way 
to offset their energy demands and reduce electricity costs for local residents. He encouraged the council 
to focus on ensuring tangible benefits for the community and stressed the importance of balancing 
economic development with environmental protection for future generations. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, it was moved and seconded that this Council 
does now adjourn, to meet again as required by law. 
 
 
   
    
          _________________________ 
          President, Lake County Council 
 
ATTEST: 
 
______________________ 
Peggy Holinga Katona, 
Lake County Auditor 


